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SUBJECT: KING HUSSEIN TO MARRY JUNE 15 

1 . IN HALF HOUR PRESS CONPERENCE MAY 23, ATTENDED BY 
ALMOST ONE-HUNDRED JOURNALISTS, KING HUSSEIN AND MISS NOOR 
(PORMERLY LISA) HALABY ANNOUNCED THEY WILL MARRY JUNE 15 
"AS MUSLIMS, HASHEMITES AND ARABS". 

2. IN SHORT STATEMENT, KING SAID HIS MARRIAGE WAS 
SOURCE OP HAPPINESS AND STRENGTH. HIS LIEP HAD BEEN 
PULL OF CHALLENGES AND TRAGEDIES; ONLY A YEAR AGO HE 
WOULD HAVE THOUGHT SUCH A HAPPY TURN IN HIS LIPE 
IMPOSSIBLE. KING EMPHASIZED HIS ADMIRATION FOR MISS 
HALABY'S INTELLIGENCE AND HER CONCERN POR OTHER HUMAN 
BEINGS. NOTING THAT HE AND NAJEEB HALABY HAD BEEN 
PRIENDS POR MANY YEARSO HUSSEIN SAID HE HAD LONG 
RESPECTED AND ADMIRED HIM AS AN AVIATOR, ARAB-AMERICAN 
AND MAN-OP-THE- WORLD. HE HAD KNOWN MISS HALABY, HE 
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SAID, POR YEAR AND A HALE - THEIR APFECTION FOR EACH 
OTHER WAS NOT SUDDEN DEVELOPMENT BUT "GENUINE, LOGICAL 
AND MEANINGPUL". KING PLEADED WITH ASSEMPLED JOURNA- 
LISTS NOT TO TREAT MARRIAGE SHALLOWLY OR SUPERFICIALLY 
BUT WITH SOME OP THE RESPECT, WARMTH AND MEANINGFULNESS 
HE HIMSELP FELT. 
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3. IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS, ROYAL COUPLE SAID WEDDING 
WOULD BE SMALL AND PRIVATE WITH ONLY EAMILY AND FEW 
VERY CLOSE FRIENDS IN ATTENDANCE, SOMELOF WHOM WOULD 
BE COMING FROM U.S. HONEYMOON PLANS HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
MADE, BUT WOULD PROBABLY BE DIVIDED BETWEEN JORDAN AND 

SOME TRAVEL ABROAD. (THERE HAVE BEEN SPECULATIVE INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS REPORTS THAT PLANS MAY INCLUDE VISIT TO U.S.) 

4. ON WHAT HALABY'S TITLE WOULD BE UPON HER MARRIAGE, 

HUSSEIN WAS BERY CIRCUMSPECT, SAYING IT WOULD BE "THE 

TITLE USUALLY HELD BY THE WIFE OF A KING - WIFE AND 

PARTNER IN LIFE ". HE ADDED THAT SPECULATION ON THIS 

SCORE WITH REFERENCE TO THE CONSTITUTION OR JORDANIAN 

LAW WAS MEANINGLESS SINCE SUBJECT NOT LEGALLY ADDRESSED 

ANYWHERE. COMMENT: IN ANY CASE, CONSTITUTION LIMITS SUCCESSION AS 

CHIEF OF STATE TO MALE MEMBERS OF HASHEMITE DYNASTY. END COMMENT. 

5. SPECULATION INCREASING DAILY THAT NOOR HALABY WILL 
BE NAMED QUEEN. INDEED MANY JORDANIANS SUSPECT KING 
HUSSEIN WANTS TO NAME HER QUEEN BUT IS NOW ONLY 
FLOATING IDEA TO GAUGE LOCAL REACTION. REACTION WE 
HAVE HEARD SO FAR IS THAT MANY JORDANIANS WOULD 
PREFER THAT TITLING FOLLOW PRECEDENT SET BY ONLY 
PREVIOUS NON-ARAB WIFE, PRINCESS MUNA, ALTHOUGH SOME 
MAINTAIN MUNA PH 
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FFERED BUT REFUSED TITLE OF QUEEN. 

KING'S NON-COMMITAL RESPONSE HAS FUELDED RUMOR. 

6. REGARDING MISS HALABY'S CITIZENSHIP, KING REPLIED 
"JORDANIAN, OF COURSE". BOTH APPEARED GENUINELY 
SURPRISED AT QUESTION OF GIVING UP HER U.S. CITIZENSHIP 
AND MISS HALABY REPLIED SHE HAD NO IDEA WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN ON THAT SCORE. 


7. HOW DID MISS HALABY AS A CAREER WOMAN FEEL 
ABOUT HERE NEW ROLE? IT WOULD A CAREER IN ITSELF 
AND A CHALLENGE SHE HOPED HER EDUCATION AND WORK 
EXPERIENCE WOULD HELP HER MEET. WITH GUIDANCE AND 
COUNSEL OF HIS MAJESTY, SHE SAID, SHE HOPES TO BECOME 
INVOLVED IN THE LIFE OF THE COUNTRY, WITH SOME 
EMPOASIS ON PROBLEMS OF THE CITIES - HER PARTICULAR 
FIELD OF INTEREST. 

8. IN SEPARATE QUESTIONING IN ARABIC, HUSSEIN REPEATED 
REMARKS DELIVERED WN ENGLISH WITH SOME EMPHASIS ON 
FIANCEE'S ARAB ORIGINS. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION ON 
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HER ARABIC LANGUAGE ABILITIES, KING REPLIED SHE UNDER- 
STANDS ARABIC WELL BUT WOULD BE STUDYING AND PRACTICING 
EURTHER TO IMPROVE HER SPOKEN ARABIC. SHE HOWEVER 
DECLINED REQUEST THAT SHE SAY A LEW WORDS IN ARABIC. 

9. HARD-BITTEN PRESS CORPS (TOLD BEEORE-HAND THAT NO 
POLITICAL QUESTIONS WOULD BE PERMITTED) WARMED TO 
OCCASION WITH MISS HALABY'S INITIAL PLEA THAT SHE WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO ANSWER QUESTIONS BUT HOPED EVERYONE WOULD 
REALIZE THAT THIS WAS HER EIRST EXPERIENCE WITH PUBLIC 
LITE AND SHE MIGHT NOT BE AS "ARTICULATE AND SMOOTH" 

AS SHE WOULD LIKE. THAT SAID, SHE HANDLED VERY WELL 
QUESTIONS ON WHEN AND HOW KING HAD PROPOSED TO HER AND 
WHAT SHE CALLS HIS MAJESTY IN PRIVATE. (SHE ANSWERED 
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FIRST QUESTION AND - WITH A BIG SMILE - DECLINED TO 
ANSWER SECOND.) ONLY ATTEMPT TO INJECT POLITICS INTO 
PRESS CONFERENCE WAS QUESTIONLON WHETHER HAPPY OCCASION 
OF WEDDING WOULD BE MARKED BY SUCH PUBLIC EVENTS AS 
GENERAL AMNESTY FOR PRISONERS. (SEE AMMAN 4675 - NOTAL). 
REPLY: "ALL IN GOOD TIME, MY FRIEND." 

10. COMMENT: GOJ PULICITY REGARDING KING HUSSEIN - 
LISA HALABY ENGAGEMENT HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO EMPHASIZE 
ARAB CHARACTER OF THE WEDDING ALLIANCE AND TO TREAT 
FORTHCOMING MARRIAGE IN LOW KEY AND DISCREET FASHION. 
THERE HAS THUS FAR BEEN LITTLE DISTINCTIVE PUBLIC 
REQCTION TO THE ENGAGEMENT, BUT WE ANTICIPATE THERE 
WILL BE CONSIDERABLY MORE DISCUSSION AS WEDDING 
APPROACHESUJ PARTICULARLY ON QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NOT 
KING WILL MAKE HIS ARAB-AMERICAN BRIDE A QUEEN. 

SUDDARTH 
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